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idea as it exists on earth/9 " The state is the
divine will as the present spirit unfolding itself to
the actual shape and organisation of the world.9*
"The state is a form of the absolute spirit, which
is the essence of all things," The state is "the
absolute power on earth." Hindu thinkers
leave Hegel far behind when they embark on the
glorification of the sovereign power. " It is the
incarnation of the absolute, a super-personality
which absorbs the real, living personality of men
and women.*1 * The government thus claims
all loyalty. This, however, is not inconsistent
with another Hindu idea that political power is
a trust. As said above, the Hindu sovereign is
the agent of the common good. In theory he is
bound to ascertain social law or usage from those
who know it, and to enforce it to the best of
his capacity, fl In connection with the whole
complex of institutions, Hindu theory views the
governmental power as sustaining social life, and
giving it security and completeness. So the
king who stands for the government and for the
state, is cxtofled as divine and even more than
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